
FIRE NOTICE TERMINOLOGY 

The following terms may be found in fire prevention notices issued in the State of Colorado: 

Campfire:  A fire, not within any building, mobile home or living accommodation mounted on a vehicle 
which is used for cooking, branding, personal warmth, lighting, ceremonial or aesthetic purposes.  
Campfires are open fires, usually built on the ground from native fuels or charcoal, including charcoal 
grills.  Campfire includes "fire". 

Chainsaw:  A saw powered by an internal combustion engine with cutting teeth linked in an endless 
chain. 

Closure:  The closing of an area to entry or use. 

Developed Campground:  An area that provide designated campsites, toilets, picnic tables, and fire rings. 

Developed Recreation Site:  An area which has been improved or developed for recreation.  A developed 
recreation site is signed as an agency-owned campground or picnic area and identified on a map as a site 
developed for that purpose.   

Explosives:  Any substance or article, including a device, which is designed to function by explosion (i.e., 
an extremely rapid release of gas and heat) or which, by chemical reaction within itself, is able to 
function in a similar manner even if not designed to function by explosion.  For the purposes of these 
restrictions, firearms are not considered an explosive. 

Fire Grate/Fire Ring:  A permanent structure, installed by the agency managing the lands, that is used for 
building a campfire. 

Fire Prevention Order (Order):  A legal document restricting certain prohibited acts that is issued in 
times of increased fire danger and human-caused fire activity.  Orders specify actions that are prohibited 
in specific areas under the jurisdiction of the agency with authority over the lands identified in the 
Order.  Fire Prevention Orders also specify the duration of the restrictions and identify the legal 
references granting authority to restrict the mentioned acts.   

Fire Restriction Area:  The area that is covered by a Fire Restriction/Closure Order.  Restrictions/Closures 
enacted cover the area defined by the Order as defined in the Order. 

Fire:  The burning of timber, trees, slash, brush, tundra, grass or other flammable material such as, but 
not limited to, petroleum products, trash, rubbish, lumber, paper, cloth or agricultural refuse occurring 
out of doors and includes campfires.  

Improved Site:  An area that has been cleared and has an established fire barrier that restricts fire 
spread, and includes improvements such as picnic tables and/or toilets. 

Permit:  A written document issued by an authorized agency representative to specifically authorize an 
otherwise prohibited act. 

Restriction:  A limitation on an activity or use. 

Stove Fire:  A campfire built inside an enclosed stove, grill or portable stove; including a space heating 
device. 

Torch:  Any of various lamp-like devices that produce a hot flame and are used for soldering, burning off 
paint, etc.  

Welding:  To unite or fuse (as pieces of metal) by hammering, compressing, or the like, especially after 
rendering soft by heat, and sometimes with the addition of fusible material like or unlike the pieces to 
be united. 


